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ON THE GO: The absolute bare minimum of fat in dog food should be 15% and significantly more during peak work times,

We are what we eat, and so it is for our dogs, writes Tim McVeagh.

hile culled livestock will the time or the inclination to read and problems,

continue to play a big part  compare all the labelling. Making sense * Keep the dog in good physical

in the working dog’s diet, of the nutritional and compositional condition, and

even on larger farms it is information is another thing — and * Maximise working life.

usually supplemented by then there’s the temptation of the free Many articles and some scientific
manufactured dog food. pocketknife. papers have been written on the

A large range of dog foods is available The aim of the working dog’s diet nutritional requirements of New Zealand

at most rural suppliers. Most farmers will should be to: farm dogs. A brief summary of what to
choose on past experience, and advice * Provide enough energy, look for in dog food is a good place to
from friends, vets, and retailers. Few have * Minimise injuries and other health start. Nutritional analysis, ingredient lists,

ALPINE CLEARSPAN SHEDS

Bird Proof sheds with galvanized box section rafters
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° Haysheds * Covered yards * Workshops e Calf sheds
e Wintering barns e Storage sheds * Implement sheds * And many more!

Alpine Farm BUY ALPINE, BUY PEACE OF MIND
Buildings Ph now on 0800 428 453 for a FREE Information pack
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and “other factors” should determine
which dog food suits you and your dogs
best,

Nutritional Analysis:

Fat Content: This provides the
energy for endurance work. The absolute
bare minimum should be 15% fat and
significantly more during peak work
times. The best fats are highly digestible
and of high quality but this can't be
assessed from product labelling.

Protein content: Good-quality

protein is needed for repair and recovery.

Research has shown the link between

low dietary protein intake and incidence

of soft-tissue injuries. The diet should

contain at least 25% crude protein.
Fibre content: Fibre is the

.indigestible carbohydrate portion. Some

of these pass straight through the dog
with little benefit, while others ferment
in the gut, helping with intestinal health
and producing soft stools.

Fibre content information without
further detail is of little help, but as a

Table 1: Summary of general information provided by dog food suppliers

3
general rule, fibre content should not be
more than 10%.

Carbohydrate content:
Carbohydrates are needed for sprint-
type energy requirements. While usually
documented on dog food labelling, a
minimum and/or maximum scientifically
based level is hard to find. The consensus
from most vets is that a working dog’s
diet should be based on high fat (energy),
protein, and “low” carbohydrate.

Energy: If a dog does not consume
enough energy, he starts to use his

Brand Product Name Type Complete/ AAFCO Ingredients List. {First three only). Listed In Refrigeration | Made In
Balanced Status Order of Proportion; (Highest Listed First). Needed?
Coprice Coprice Working Kibble Yes Formulated | Natural cereal grains; Animal protein meals; Wheat No Australia
Dog Food bran
Champ Champ Max Biscuit Yes Formulated | Cereal by-products; Meat; Vegetable pratein No Levin
Biscuits
Eukanuba Eukanuba Kibble Yes Approved Chicken; Chicken By-Product Meal; Corn Meal No Halland
Performance
Chunky Chunky Pet Food; Pet Roll Yes Formulated | Lamb meat; Lamb by-products; Rice Once opened NZ
Lamb & Rice
Chunky Possyum Pet Rall No data No data Possum meat; Vegetables; Meat by-products Once opened NZ
Hills Pet Nutrition Hills Science Diet Kibble Yes Approved Ground whole grain corn; Chicken by-product meal; No USA
Adult Active Animal fat
Mighty Mix Mighty Mix Large Biscuit Yes* Formulated | Wholegrain cereal; Meat and fats; Omega 3, 6, 9 No Wanganui
Dog Formula
Mighty Mix Mighty Mix Frozen Frozen Yes* No Meat and fats; Salmon; Wholegrain cereal Yes Blenheim
Concentrate Concentrate
Nutrience Nutrience Active Kibble Yes No data Chicken meal; Ground corn, Chicken fat No Canada
Pedigree Pedigree Working Kibble Yes Formulated | Meat & meat by-products; Wheat/sorghum/barley; No Australia
Dog Wheat bran
Purina Pro Plan Kibble Yes Approved Chicken; Corn gluten meal; Brewers rice No USA
Performance
Formula
Purina Dog Chow Working Kibble Yes Approved | Meat and bone meal; Ground wheat; Corn gluten meal No USA
Dog
Purina Tux Country Biscuit Yes Approved Cereals and/or cereal by-products; meat and animal No NZ
by-products; salt.
Reliance V8 Energy Bars Biscuit Yes Not Tested | Meat and meat by-products; Animal fat; Salt. No Wanganui
RD1 Country Mile Vitality | Biscuit Yes Formulated | Cereal & cereal by-praducts; Meat and meat-meal; No NZ
Biscuit Animal fat.
RD1 Country Mile Dog | Biscuit Yes Formulated | Wholegrain cereals & cereal meals; Meat and meat No Australia
Biscuits by-product meals; Animal fat.
Workdog Workdog Black Biscuit Yes® Formulated | Meat and meat by-products; Animal / vegetable fat; No NZ
Label Salt.
Workdog Workdog Frozen Meat Yes® Formulated | Meat and meat by-products; Vitamins; Minerals. Yes NZ
Workchunks

Yes*: Mighty Mix Large Dog Formula and Frozen Concentrate are recommended as complimentary feeds, either together or alternately.

Similarly, Workdog recommend alternating Black Label and Warkchunks.
AAFCO status may be “Formulated” to meet AAFCO standards; ar "Approved” by AAFCO after they have tested it.
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